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FORUM OVERVIEW
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For more than a decade, the Arangkada Philippines forum has served as a
platform for policymakers, business leaders, and investors to engage in
discussions about the current investment climate, regulatory landscape,
and emerging market opportunities in the country through curated panel
discussions and networking opportunities.

For 2025, the Arangkada Philippines Forum hopes to deepen engagement
with and between public and private sector partners by introducing more
interactive opportunities for engagement.

The Arangkada Philippines Investment Program is expected to be held
across 2-3 days, with one day dedicated to the traditional Arangkada
Forum, which will consist of a morning plenary and afternoon breakout
sessions on the JFC’s Seven Big Winner Sectors to be separated into three
sector clusters: (1) Agro-industrial; (2) Manufacturing, Logistics, and
Infrastructure; and (3) Creative Industries and Tourism. This will be
supplemented by a day of business-to-business and business-matching
opportunities, and on-site tours of potential investment sites with
government partners.

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
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DAY 1: MORNING PLENARY

Opening Ceremony

7:00 - 8:00 AM Registration

8:00 – 8:30 AM Preliminaries

Welcome Remarks and Forum Overview

Mr. Kazuhiro Nomura
President, Japanese Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of the Philippines, Inc.

8:30 - 8:40 AM

Program Overview and Keynote Speeches

Arangkada Policy Book Launch 

Mr. Ebb Hinchliffe
Executive Director, American Chamber of Commerce
of the Philippines

Keynote Speech

Hon. Frederick Go
Special Assistant to the President for Investment and
Economic Affairs, Office of the President

Introduction of Panel Presenter, Moderator, and
Discussants

Mr. Paulo Duarte
President, European Chamber of Commerce of the
Philippines

Panel Discussion

Moderator

Atty. Elaine Collado
Country Director, Vriens & Partners

Discussants

Hon. Ernesto Perez
Secretary, Anti-Red Tape Authority

Asec. Nina E. Asuncion
Assistant Secretary, Department of Finance
 

8:40 - 9:00 AM

9:00 - 9:10 AM

9:10 - 9:20 AM

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

Panel Discussion: Insights on Strengthening
Philippine Investment Climate and Ease of Doing
Business

9:30 - 10:45 AM
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Mr. Andrew Jeffries
Country Director for the Philippines, Asian
Development Bank 

Mr. Gonzalo Varela 
Lead Economist, World Bank

Mr. Ricky A. Carandang
Head of External Affairs, First Philippine Industrial
Park

Open Forum

Introduction of Speaker

Mr. Joseph Um
President, Korean Chamber of Commerce Philippines 

Message of Support

Dr. Enrico Paringit 
Executive Director, DOST-Philippine Council for
Industry, Energy and Emerging Technology Research
and Development

Introduction of Awardee

Ms. Nicole Butalid
Director, Philippine Association of Multinational
Companies Regional Headquarters, Inc. 

Lifetime Achievement Awardee Remarks

Rene Almendras 
Former Secretary

Photo Opportunity

Overview of Breakout Sessions

Mr. Christopher Ilagan
President, Canadian Chamber of Commerce of the
Philippines 

Lunch

10:45 - 10:50 AM

10:50 - 11:10 AM

11:10 - 11:15 AM

11:15 - 11:35 AM

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

11:35 AM - 11:45 PM

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM

12:00 - 13:30 PM



VIEW FULL PROFILE

Hon. Frederick Go
Special Assistant to the President for Investment and
Economic Affairs

Frederick D. Go is the Special Assistant to the President for
Investment and Economic Affairs. He serves as the Chairman of
the Economic Development Group and is directed to supervise...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Hon. Ernesto Perez
Secretary, Anti-Red Tape Authority

Atty. Ernesto V. Perez, CPA is the Director General, with the rank of
Secretary, of the Anti-Red Tape Authority (ARTA), an agency
attached to the Office of the President created by Republic...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Andrew Jeffries
Country Director, Philippines Asian Development Bank

Mr. Andrew Jeffries has 34 years of professional experience
including over 18 years with the Asian Development Bank. He is
currently the Country Director for the Philippines leading ADB...

Panel Discussion: Insights on Strengthening Philippine
Investment Climate and Ease of Doing Business

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Gonzalo Varela
Lead Economist, World Bank

Gonzalo is the Lead Economist of the Prosperity Practice Group for
Brunei, Malaysia and Philippines, based in Manila. He’s a macro
economist by training, with a PhD...

Asec. Nina Asuncion
Assistant Secretary
Department of Finance
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SPEAKERS PROFILES

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

DISCUSSANTS & MODERATOR

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

https://arangkadaphilippines.com/forum2025/speakers/secretary-frederick-d-go/
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https://arangkadaphilippines.com/forum2025/speakers/andrew-jeffries/
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VIEW FULL PROFILE

Ricky Carandang
Head of External Affairs, First Philippine Industrial Park 

Mr. Ricky A. Carandang is the Head of External Affairs at First
Philippine Industrial Park and concurrently heads the Integrated
Corporate Communications group of First Philippine Holdings...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Atty. Elaine Collado
Country Director, Vriens & Partners

Elaine leads Vriens & Partners’ Philippines-focused work, providing
insights on political dynamics in the Philippines and developing
government affairs strategies to advance...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Dr. Enrico Paringit
Executive Director, Philippine Council for Industry, Energy
and Emerging Technology Research and Development 

Dr Enrico C. Paringit is currently Executive Director of the Philippine Council
for Industry, Energy and Emerging Technology Research and Development...
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MESSAGE OF SUPPORT

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

https://arangkadaphilippines.com/forum2025/speakers/andrew-jeffries/
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDEE

Jose Rene Gregory D.
Almendras
Former Cabinet Secretary, Secretary of
Foreign Affairs, Secretary of Energy, and
Representative to the Legislative–Executive
Development Advisory Council

READ PRESS RELEASE

Rene has vast experience in both the private and public sectors. He currently
serves as a consultant at Ayala Corporation (AC). Previously, Rene held the
position of Senior Managing
Director and Head of the Public Affairs Group. Over more than two decades with
the Ayala Group, he served as CEO of seven (7) companies and held various
positions on the management committees of the holding companies.

He spent 13 years with the Citibank group where he started as a management
trainee and landed his first CEO position as President of City Savings Bank of the
Aboitiz Group at the age of 37. Rene was Treasurer of Aboitiz Equity Ventures and
Aboitiz and Company before President of City Savings Bank. In 2001, he was
hired by Ayala Land to take over as CEO of Cebu Holdings Inc. and Cebu
Property Ventures concurrently head of Ayala Land VisMin. He eventually
occupied several other roles in Ayala Land as a member of the management
committee prior to moving to Manila Water. In 2007, Rene was moved to Manila
Water as COO to eventually take over as President.

In 2011, the World Economic Forum recognized him and Manila Water Company
as a Sustainability Champion while he was President thereof. During his stint as
MWCI President and Chief Operating Officer, the company received multiple
awards and was recognized as one of the Best Managed Companies in Asia, Best
in Corporate Governance, one of the Greenest Companies in the Philippines and
hailed as the world’s Most Efficient Water Company.

As a public servant Rene served in various high-level positions, namely,
Secretary of Energy, Cabinet Secretary and Secretary of Foreign Affairs. In June
2016, Rene was awarded the Order of Lakandula, Rank of Gold Cross Bayani, a
Presidential award and the highest honor given to a civilian by the Republic of
the Philippines. The award was President Aquino’s recognition of his exemplary
service during his administration.

Rene holds several notable positions. In 2024, he was the 76th President of the
Management Association of the Philippines (MAP). He also serves on the Board
of the Center for Family Ministries of the Ateneo de Manila and is a Board
Member of the Institute for Regional Security, a Regional Organization based at
Deakin University in Canberra, Australia. Furthermore, Rene has been appointed
as a Private Sector Representative to the Legislative-Executive Development
Advisory Council (LEDAC) through MAP, and currently serves as an Independent
Director in Emperador, Inc. and a Board Member in Ateneo de Cebu.

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

https://arangkadaphilippines.com/media-release-september-25-26-2025-joint-foreign-chambers-to-present-arangkada-lifetime-achievement-award-to-former-secretary-rene-almendras-at-the-2025-arangkada-philippines-investment-fo/
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This breakout session aims to discuss the regulatory landscape and economic
outlook on the following key sectors: Agribusiness, Mining, Water. In particular, the
session will explore opportunities and challenges in accelerating investments and
improving ease of doing business in these critical industries. The discussion will also
highlight how policy reforms and private-public collaboration can unlock the full
potential of the agro-industrial value chain, with a focus on job creation, rural
development, and sustainable growth.

AFTERNOON BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Session 1: AGRO- INDUSTRY, WATER, MINING

Registration for Breakout Sessions

Preliminaries and Introduction of Keynote Speaker

Welcome Remarks

Mr. Florian Gottein
Executive Director, European Chamber of Commerce
of the Philippines

Keynote Speaker

Usec. Asis Perez
Department of Agriculture

Usec. Carlos Primo David
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Panel Discussion

Moderator

Mr. Chris Ilagan
President, Canadian Chamber of Commerce of the
Philippines

Panelists

Atty. Michael Toledo
Chairman & President, Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines 

Dr. Roehlano Briones
Senior Research Fellow, Philippine Institute of
Development Studies 

Open Forum and Photo Opportunity

Closing Remarks

Mr. Chris Ilagan
President, Canadian Chamber of Commerce of the
Philippines

2:00 - 2:10 PM

2:10 - 2:20 PM

3:00 - 4:00 PM

4:30 onwards

1:30 - 2:00 PM

2:20 - 3:00 PM

4:00 - 4:30 PM

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS



SESSION 1: Agribusiness, Mining, and Water

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Usec. Asis Perez
Undersecretary, Department of Agricutlture

Atty. Asis G. Perez is a seasoned advocate for food security,
environmental protection, and sustainable development. He is a former
convenor of Tugon Kabuhayan, a prominent food security and...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Usec. Carlos Primo David
Undersecretary, Department of Environment and Natural
Resources

Dr. CP David is a licensed geologist, Professor of Geology and
Environmental Science of UP Diliman. He is currently the
Undersecretary for Integrated Environmental Science and head of the...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Atty. Michael Toledo
Chairman & President, Chamber of Mines of the Philippines

Atty. Michael “Mike” Toledo is the Head of Government Relations and
Public Affairs of the MVP Group, which operates across sectors such as
telecoms, media, power, water, infrastructure, healthcare, agriculture,...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Dr. Roehlano Briones
Senior Research Fellow, Philippine Institute of Development
Studies

Dr. Roehlano M. Briones is a Senior Research Fellow at Philippine
Institute for Development Studies, where he...

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

PANELISTS AND MODERATOR

Christopher Ilagan
President, Canadian Chamber of Commerce of the
Philippines

Christopher A. Ilagan joined PepsiCo Inc. last August 2023. He provides
strategic leadership in the company’s government affairs, public policy,
external communications, corporate responsibility and sustainability...

VIEW FULL PROFILE
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Registration for Breakout Sessions

Preliminaries and Introduction of Keynote Speaker

Welcome Remarks

Atty. Mimi Lopez
Director, Philippine Association of Multinational
Companies Regional Headquarters, Inc. 

Keynote Address

Usec. Timothy John Batan
Undersecretary for Railways
Department of Transportation

Fireside Chat with DOTr

Moderator

Dr. Enrico Basilio
Director, University of the Philippines Center for
Policy and Executive Development

Panelists

Dr. Danilo C. Lachica
President, Semiconductor and Electronics Industries
in the Philippines Foundation, Inc. 

Ms. Mariz Regis
President and CEO, Airspeed International Corp.

Mr. Michael Arcatomy Guarin
Co-Head of Advisory, R.G. Manabat & Co.

Mr. Satya Ramamurthy
Chair Public Sector, Structured Finance Department
Asia Pacific, Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation 

Open Forum and Photo Opportunity

Closing Remarks

Mr. Nobuo Fujii
Executive Director, Japanese Chamber of Commerce
and Industry of the Philippines, Inc. 

2:10 - 2:20 PM

4:00 - 4:30 PM

4:30 - 4:45 PM

2:20 - 2:40 PM

2:40 - 4:00 PM

2:00 - 2:10 PM

1:30 - 2:00 PM

Fueling Economic Resilience through Policy Convergence in Infrastructure,
Manufacturing, and Logistics will discuss how integrating these sectors can
strengthen the Philippines’ competitiveness and economic security. By aligning
infrastructure, manufacturing, logistics, and supply chains, the country can better
withstand shocks, adapt to rapid changes, and capture regional opportunities. The
session will stress the need for policy reforms, streamlined regulations, and strong
public-private partnerships (PPPs) to unlock investments and drive inclusive,
sustainable growth. In partnership with the Center for International Private
Enterprise (CIPE).

Session 2: MANUFACTURING, INFRASTRUCTURE,
LOGISTICS

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS



SESSION 2: Manufacturing, Logistics, and Infrastructure

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Dr. Danilo C. Lachica
President, Semiconductor and Electronics Industries in the Philippines
Foundation, Inc. 

Dan Lachica is the President of the Semiconductor and Electronics Industries
in the Philippines Foundation, Inc. (SEIPI), representing the country’s top
export sector, which accounts for 62.3% of total commodity exports and...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Dr. Henry Basilio
Professor and Director, University of the Philippines Center
for Policy and Executive Development

Dr. Noel M. Basilio is an Associate Professor and Director of the Center
for Policy and Executive Development at the University of the...

Mariz Regis
President and CEO, Airspeed International Corp.

She is an experienced logistics professional with over 40 years of
expertise in project management, strategic business...,

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Michael Arcatomy Guarin
Co-Head of Advisory, R.G. Manabat & Co.

Mike has over 20 years of experience in due diligence (buy side and sell
side), M&A, valuation and audit services. Mike provides commercial due
diligence, feasibility studies or market studies to new entrants in the...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Satya Ramamurthy
Chair Public Sector, Structured Finance Department Asia
Pacific, Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation

Mr. Satya Ramamurthy is currently Chair Public Sector, Structured
Finance Department Asia Pacific of SMBC. Prior to this, he was a...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Usec. Timothy John Batan
Undersecretary for Railways Department of Transportation

Undersecretary Timothy John Batan has been with the Department of
Transportation (DOTr) for 10 years. Early in his service, he was involved
in several key projects covering maritime transport,
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

PANELISTS AND MODERATOR

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
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This breakout session explores the digital economy, creative industries, and tourism—key
drivers of national development and competitiveness. The Philippines’ creative industry,
powered by a young, tech-savvy workforce and the Creative Industries Development Act, is
gaining global recognition. Tourism continues to thrive through the country’s landscapes
and heritage. Converging through branding, cultural promotion, and digital platforms such
as e-commerce and social media, these sectors generate jobs, attract investments, and
foster innovation—positioning the Philippines as a resilient, globally competitive economy.

Session 3: DIGITAL ECONOMY, CREATIVE
INDUSTRIES, AND TOURISM

Registration for Breakout Sessions

Preliminaries

Welcome Remarks and Introduction of Speaker

Dorothy Drysdale
Chairperson, AmCham Philippines Tourism Committee

Keynote Address

Hon. Henry Rhoel Aguda
Secretary, Department of Information and
Communications Technology 

Message of Support

Lilian Salonga
Acting Executive Director of the Philippine Creative
Industries Development Council

Panel Presentation

Paolo Mercado
Founding President and CEO, Creative Economy Council
of the Philippines

Panel Discussion

Moderator

Ms. Grace Mirandilla-Santos
Independent ICT Policy Researcher and Author of the
Arangkada Broadband Policy Brief

Panelists

Ms. Lotus Postrado
Country Director, British Council

Mr. Wei Siong Lim
Vice President, Government Affairs & Public Policy, Asia
Pacific, Mastercard 

Open Forum and Photo Opportunity

Closing Remarks

Mr. Joseph Um
President, Korean Chamber of Commerce of the
Philippines

2:05 - 2:20 PM

4:15 - 4:45 PM

4:45 - 5:00 PM

2:20 - 2:40 PM

2:40 - 2:55 PM

2:55 - 3:15 PM

2:00 - 2:05 PM

1:30 - 2:00 PM

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

3:15 - 4:15 PM



SESSION 3: Manufacturing, Logistics, and Infrastructure

Paolo Mercado
President and Founder, Creative Economy Council of the
Philippines

Paolo is a passionate advocate for the transformative role of creativity
in driving business growth, breakthrough innovation, sustainable
development, societal improvement, and cultural...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Grace Mirandilla-Santos
Independent Policy Researcher, Author of the Arangkada
Broadband Policy Brief

Mary Grace Mirandilla-Santos is an independent tech policy researcher
with a special focus on Internet and telecommunications, and
information security of critical infrastructure. 

Lotus Postrado
Country Director, British Council 

Lotus Postrado is the first Filipina Country Director of the British Council
in the Philippines, celebrated for her pioneering educational
contributions. She spearheaded the UK-Philippine Transnational...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Wei Siong Lim
Vice President, Government Affairs & Policy, Asia Pacific
Mastercard

Wei Siong joined Mastercard in June 2014 and is Vice President,
Government Affairs & Policy. In his role, Wei Siong advises the
company on government and public policy...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

PANEL PRESENTER

PANELISTS AND MODERATOR
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BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

Hon. Henry Rhoel Aguda
Secretary, Department of Information and Communications
Technology

Mr. Henry R. Aguda is the Secretary of the Department of
Information and Communications Technology (DICT). 

VIEW FULL PROFILE

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Lilian Salonga
Acting Executive Director, Philippine Creative Industries
Development Council

Engineer Lilian G. Salonga is the Director IV of the Department of Trade and
Industry’s Bureau of Competitive Development and the Acting Executive
Director of the Philippine Creative Industries Development Council...

MESSAGE OF SUPPORT

https://arangkadaphilippines.com/forum2025/speakers/paulo-mercado/
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DAY 2: HIGHLIGHTING BUSINESS-
TO-GOVERNMENT OPPORTUNITIES

8:30 - 9:00 AM Registration

9:00 - 9:15 AM Ribbon Cutting and Preliminaries

Introduction of Keynote Speaker

Mr. Steve Winkates
Project Director, The Arangkada Philippines Project 

Welcome Remarks and Keynote Address

Mr. Robert Ewing
Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy Manila

Message of Support

Usec. Ceferino Rodolfo 
Managing Head, Board of Investments

Government Talks

Ms. Eries Cagatan
Executive Director, Board of Investments 

Sec. Katrina Ponce Enrile
Administrator and CEO, Cagayan Economic Zone
Authority 

Mr. Hussein Pangandaman
Administrator and Chief Executive Officer
Authority of the Freeport Area of Bataan 

Atty. Gil G. Taway IV
President and CEO, Aurora Pacific Economic Zone

Engr. Randy Viacrusis 
Vice President, Bases Conversion and Development
Authority 

Mr. Rodem R. Perez
Assistant Vice President for Business Enhancement
Department, Clark Development Corporation

Ms. Maria Veronica Magsino
Deputy Director General for Finance and
Administration, Philippine Economic Zone Authority
 
Ms. Karen Magno
Department Head III, Subic Bay Metropolitan
Authority 

Atty. Karen Mae G. Sarinas-Baydo
Assistant Chief Operating Officer, 
Tourism Infrastructure and Enterprise Zone Authority

9:15 - 9:20 AM 

9:50  - 11:30 AM

9:40 - 9:50 AM

9:20 - 9:40 AM 
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Midday Keynote

Mr. Mark Lapid
Chief Operating Officer, Tourism Infrastructure and
Enterprise Zone Authority

Break

Afternoon Preliminaries

Intermission/ Special Performance

Keynote Speech

Mr. Rafael Ongpin
Executive Director, Makati Business Club

Industry Talk

Ms. Celeste Ilagan
Chief Operating Officer, Information Technology and
Business Process Association of the Philippines

Mr. Ronald Acio
Director of Business Development, GHD Group Pty
Ltd Senior 

Ms. Monica Lorenzana Trajano
Vice President for Commercial Strategy,  Aboitiz
Infracapital Economic Estates 

Mr. Mon Abrea 
Founding Chairman, Asian Consulting Group Inc.

Mr. Francisco Moreno
Head of Business Development - Southeast Asia,
ACCIONA 

Mr. Emman Caguimbal
Founder & CEO,  Xperto 

Pledge of Commitment & Closing Ceremonies

JFC Principals

Closing Remarks

Mr. Bruce Winton
American Chamber of Commerce Board Member and
Multi-Property Vice President Philippines and
General Manager of Marriott Manila

12:00 - 12:15 PM

12:15 - 1:30 PM

1:30 - 1:40 PM

2:00 - 2:15 PM

2:15 - 2:30 PM

5:00 - 5:15 PM

2:30 - 3:00 PM

3:00 - 3:30 PM

3:30 - 4:00 PM

4:00 - 4:30 PM

4:30 - 5:00 PM

5:15 - 5:30 PM
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VIEW FULL PROFILE

Usec. Ceferino Rodolfo 
Managing Head, Board of Investments

Undersecretary Ceferino S. Rodolfo – or Usec. Perry – obtained his
Economics Degree from the School of Economics of the University of
the Philippines and his Master of Science in Industrial Economics...

SPEAKERS PROFILES

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Robert Ewing
Chargé d'Affaires, U.S. Embassy Manila

Chargé d'Affaires Y. Robert Ewing is a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service with over twenty years of experience in the U.S.
Department of State.

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Eries Cagatan 
Executive Director, Board of Investments

Ms. Eries Cagatan has been with the Board of Investments for more
than 30 years now. She is currently BOI’s Executive Director for
Investments Promotion Services, catering to both domestic and...

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

MESSAGE OF SUPPORT

GOVERNMENT TALKS
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VIEW FULL PROFILE

Sec. Katrina Ponce Enrile 
Administrator and CEO, Cagayan Economic Zone Authority 

On May 23, 2023, President Ferdinand Marcos, Jr. appointed Sec.
Katrina Ponce Enrile as the CEO of the Cagayan Economic Zone
Authority (CEZA), making her the first woman to head CEZA. 

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Mr. Hussein Pangandaman 
Administrator and Chief Executive Officer, Authority of the
Freeport Area of Bataan

Mr. Hussein Pangandaman serves as the Administrator and Chief
Executive Officer of the Authority of the Freeport Area of Bataan...

https://arangkadaphilippines.com/forum2025/speakers/usec-ceferino-s-rodolfo-phd/
https://arangkadaphilippines.com/forum2025/speakers/robert-ewing/
https://arangkadaphilippines.com/forum2025/speakers/eries-cagatan/
https://arangkadaphilippines.com/forum2025/speakers/sec-katrina-ponce-enrile/
https://arangkadaphilippines.com/forum2025/speakers/hussein-pangandaman/


Rodem R. Perez 
Assistant Vice President for Business Enhancement
Department, Clark Development Corporation

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Maria Veronica Magsino
Deputy Director General for Finance and Administration,
Philippine Economic Zone Authority

Ms. Magsino is a seasoned public servant in the Philippine government,
currently serving as Deputy Director General for Finance and...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Karen Magno
Manager, Business and Investment Department for
Manufacturing and Maritime, Subic Bay Metropolitan
Authority

Ms. Karen G. Magno started her work in the Government in 1999 with
the Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority. 

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Atty. Karen Mae G. Sarinas-Baydo 
Assistant Chief Operating Officer, Tourism Infrastructure
and Enterprise Zone Authority

Atty. Karen Mae Sarinas-Baydo is the Assistant Chief Operatingi Officer
of the Tourism Enterprise Zone Management Sector (TEZMS) of TIEZA.

Atty. Gil G. Taway IV 
President and CEO, Aurora Pacific Economic Zone

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Darryl Garcia
Division Chief - Master Planning Division and Executive
Assistant, Bases Conversion and Development Authority

Mr. Darryl Garcia is a dedicated public servant with over a decade of
experience in city development and planning, geospatial analysis...
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VIEW FULL PROFILE

Celeste Ilagan
Chief Operating Officer, Information Technology and
Business Process Association of the Philippines

Celeste integrates her management and operational expertise with her
oversight of all government-related initiatives.

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Ronald Acio
Senior Director of Business Development, GHD

Ronald Acio is the Senior Director of Business Development at GHD, a
global professional services company providing engineering,
architectural, environmental, construction management, advisory...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Monica Lorenzana Trajano 
Vice President for Commercial Strategy, Aboitiz Infracapital
Economic Estates 

Monica Trajano brings over 25 years of expertise in business
development, spanning both local and international developers. Her
extensive experience encompasses land acquisition...

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Rafael Ongpin
Executive Director, Makati Business Club

Rafael “Apa” Ongpin is the executive director of the Makati Business
Club since January 1, 2025. Apa worked in the media industry, then in
corporate for the Transnational Diversified Group...

Mark Lapid 
Chief Operating Officer, Tourism Infrastructure and
Enterprise Zone Authority

MIDDAY KEYNOTE SPEAKER

AFTERNOON KEYNOTE SPEAKER

INDUSTRY TALK
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VIEW FULL PROFILE

Francisco Moreno
Head of Business Development - Southeast Asia, ACCIONA 

Francisco (Paco) is the Head of Business Development for ACCIONA in
Southeast Asia, based in Manila. He also leads ACCIONA’s
Sustainability Committee in the region. 

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Engr. Emmanuel Caguimbal
Founder and CEO, Xperto

Engr. Emmanuel Caguimbal is the Founder and CEO of Xperto, a
Philippine-based tech company specializing in event registration,
ticketing, and ERP solutions for professional organizations and SMEs. 

ARANGKADA PHILIPPINES INVESTMENT FORUM 2025  |  18

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

VIEW FULL PROFILE

Mon Abrea
Chief Tax Advisor, Asian Consulting Group  

Mon Abrea is a global tax policy expert and the Chief Tax Advisor of the
Asian Consulting Group (ACG), the Philippines’ premier tax advisory
firm. A Harvard - educated thought leader and Oxford-trained tax...

https://arangkadaphilippines.com/forum2025/speakers/francisco-moreno/
https://arangkadaphilippines.com/forum2025/speakers/engr-emmanuel-caguimbal/
https://arangkadaphilippines.com/forum2025/speakers/mon-abrea/




























EVENT PARTNERS
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https://lacamaramanila.com/
https://philippinen.ahk.de/de
https://mbc.com.ph/
https://map.org.ph/
https://mondenissin.com/
https://www.usasean.org/
https://www.xperto.ph/
https://www.stratbase.ph/
https://swisscham.ph/
https://asiafoundation.org/
https://www.philippineminingclub.com/
https://seipi.org.ph/






https://www.inquirer.net/


https://www.philstar.com/


CO-PRESENTERS
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https://afab.gov.ph/
https://www.ceza.gov.ph/
https://bcda.gov.ph/
https://tourism.gov.ph/
https://www.clark.com.ph/
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JOINT FOREIGN CHAMBERS
OF THE PHILIPPINES
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