ANNEX B
Top Priorities per Organization

The first meeting of the members of the Philippine Business Groups was held last 31 May 31 2013 in order to come up with a common set of priorities which includes legislative, executive and judicial proposals for the government’s consideration. To make the process more systematic, each group submitted a list of top ten proposals which represent their respective organizations’ advocacies and legislative proposals. The list below features the top priorities from each business organization’s submission. 

	Organization
	Top Priorities

	Alyansa Agrikultura
	1. Anti-Smuggling

2. Logistics

3. Land Use

4. Agricultural potential and infrastructure

5. Access to credit

6. Industry roadmaps

7. Incentives for agriculture

8. Coco levy

9. FISLA registration

10. Women empowerment


	Business Process Association of the Philippines (BPAP)
	1. Cybercrime Prevention Act Amendments

2. DICT Creation

3. Constitutional Amendments (Economic Provisions)

4. Labor Code Amendments

5. Foreign Investment Act Amendments 

6. Holiday Rationalization

7. Rationalization of Fiscal Incentives

8. Convergence Act (Amend Telecoms Policy Act)

9. Corporation Code Amendments

10. EPIRA Amendments


	Employers Confederation of the Philippines (ECOP)
	ECOP believes that governance must focus on pushing for policies and reforms that will actually attract more investments, create more employment, and preserve and protect enterprises and existing jobs.

1. Wages: stop the yearly mandated “one size fits all” minimum wage increase.

2. Security of tenure
3. On mandatory profit-sharing
4. Ethical business practices: Promote through the Integrity Initiative 



	Federation of Philippine Industries (FPI)
	1. Anti-Smuggling - Committed to help in protecting government revenues, preservation of jobs and to level the playing field for all economic players for the advancement of the Philippine Economy. Monitor and handle customs cases on technical and outright smuggling, they also help industries, consumers and the national economy as a whole in fighting against smuggling.

2. Environment - Supports the preservation of our natural resources.

3. Fiscal Incentives - Committed to support local industries and almost all the trading businesses on one way to achieve FPI's mission; A highly Industrialized Philippines.

4. Labour and Productivity - Aims to increase Labour and Productivity with the cooperation of laborers themselves for job cooperation and economic development of the country.

5. International Trade Policy - dynamic engagement with government and other stakeholders on trade matters to ensure that the nation's continuous quest for its agro–industrialization agenda is achieved, further enhanced and not compromised.
6. Energy - Aims for the energy efficiency and conservation.


	Financial Executives Institute of the Philippines (FINEX)
	1. Customs Modernization and Tariff Act 

2. Foreign Investment Act Amendments

3. Rationalization of Fiscal Incentives

4. Tax Incentives Management and Transparency Act

5. Financial Sector Neutrality Act

6. Simplified Net Income Taxation

7. Revised Mining Act

8. Collective Investments Schemes Bill


	Joint Foreign Chambers
	1. Encourage increased FDI by rationalizing fiscal incentives & streamlining/expediting VAT refunds / TCCs, and by reducing the restricted categories in FINL to minimum possibleunder the Constitution (pending appropriate time to amend economic restrictions in the Constitution).

2. Reform judicial sector procedures and practices to ensure consistency, objectivity and sustainability of decisions based on updated laws that take the impact on business and the economy into consideration.

3. Enforce the existing Mining Act & introduce an internationally competitive fiscal regime for mining to encourage growth of environmentally and socially responsible mining.

4. Facilitate imports/exports by implementing a national plan for the development of the Batangas and Subic ports and decongesting the Manila port.

5. Facilitate industryand manufacturing by addressing long-term power supply and costs and ensuring that the national interest and strategy concerning power supply take precedence over local concerns (LGUs/NGOs).

6. Reform the Bureau of Customs to reduce corruption and improve efficiency/effectiveness.

7. Introduce anti-trust and competitiveness legislation to open up the economy and create a level playing field for new and innovative businesses to start and grow.

8. Stimulate the growth potential of agribusiness by improving farm infrastructure and logistics.

9. Sustain current high growth by implementing more rapidly the PPPs to modernize infrastructure and implement the government’s pledge to achieve the target of spending 5% of GDP on public sector infrastructure by 2016.

10. Reform the Labor Code to foster the development and expansion of the manufacturing sector.



	Makati Business Club (MBC)
	1. Anti-trust/Competition Policy – in line with ASEAN commitment to introduce a harmonized competition policy in time for the ASEAN Economic Community 2015

2. Rationalization of Fiscal Incentives –to promote additional foreign direct investments, and to reduce government revenue losses
3. Anti-smuggling/Customs modernization – in line with PHL commitment to the International Convention on the Simplification and Harmonization of Customs Procedures
4. PPP/Infrastructure – accelerate the implementation of the 8 PPP projects rolled-out since the launch of the program and other pending projects, including NAIA 3 full operations, NAIA 1 improvements, and other strategic road, rail, sea, and air transport projects
5. Local Government autonomy – ensure consistency of LGU issuances to national policies as illustrated in mining activities, valuation process in property assessments, and granting of business permits, among others
6. Charter Change – amend economic provisions in order to further spur growth, improve competitiveness, and ensure compliance to requirements under proposed free trade agreements 
7. Mineral Resources Bill – enact a crucial piece of legislation, taking into account the finalized draft revenue sharing bill by the Mining Industry Coordinating Council, as well as the draft consolidated measure in the House of Representatives
8. Freedom of Information – to institutionalize a pro-transparency and accountability reform measure in accordance with the good governance thrust of the administration 
9. Power situation – address current and potential concerns on energy supply and cost of power, not just in light of the Mindanao situation, but also in Luzon and the Visayas


	Management Association of the Philippines (MAP)
	1. Anti-Trust Act

2. BSP Law Amendments

3. Customs Modernization

4. DICT Creation

5. Fiscal Incentives Rationalization

6. Fiscal Responsibility Act

7. FOI (Freedom of Information)

8. Government Procurement

9. Land Administration Reform Act

10. Mining

11. National Land Use Act

12. Whistle Blowers Protection Act



	Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCCI)
	1. Tedious business process and licensing system

· Streamline and standardize BPLS

· Implement the Philippine Business Registry (PBR)

 

2. Inconsistent interpretation of laws and policies (changing of rules midstream)

 

3. Conflict between national laws and local policies

 

4. Weak competition and regulatory capture

· Adopt a competition policy and anti-trust law

 

5. Restrictive foreign ownership of key economic sectors

· Review economic provision of the Constitution

· Review the foreign investment negative list

 

6. High cost of power

· Craft a roadmap for the power sector premised on achieving reliable and sustainable power supply and competitive power rates

· Achieve generation adequacy

· Strip power rates of imprudent and misplaced charges

 

7. Absence of an industrial roadmap 
 

8. High cost of logistics and  lack of quality transportation infrastructure

· Accelerate PPP for transportation infrastructure

· Adopt a National Transportation Plan

 

9. Smuggling

· Pass the Anti-Smuggling Law and CTMA

· Adopt the BOC proposal for a GPS and LPS program

 

10. Weak enforcement of contracts

 

	Philippine Exporters Confederation (Philexport)
	1. Customs Modernization and Tariff Act

2. Fair Competition/Anti-Trust Act

3. BSP Charter Amendment

4. Omnibus Maritime Code/ Domestic Shipping Development Act

5. Amendment of PPA Charter

6. Rationalization of Fiscal Incentives

7. Land Administration and Reform Act 

8. Standards Law



	Semiconductor and Electronics Industries Association of the Philippines, Incorporated (SEIPI)
	1. Power 

· Royalties on natural gas removal

· NPC special rate

· PEZA special rate/IRR

· WESM

· Renewable Energy

2. Finance

· Fiscal Incentives

· Customs Brokers Act

· Peso-Dollar Exchange Rate

3. Infrastructure

· Alabang Viaduct

· SLEX/STAR, Coastal, Subic-Clark Rehabilitation Expansion

· Other Infra Projects




